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FOOTPRINTS ON THE SANDS OF TIME

them, and they went ashore, bearing the flag of Spain.
They met men with darkish bronzed complexions, who
were certainly not Japanese. So, Columbus thought, it must
be India that they had reached, not Japan. Thus they
named the land the West Indies, and its people they called
Red Indians, because of the reddish tint of their skin, quite
different from the complexion of the Indians of the east.
After staying a few months, Columbus and his gallant band
sailed again for Spain, taking with him gold, cotton, some
birds and beasts unknown to Europe, and two Red Indians,
to prove that he had really reached his goal.

Columbus was received with great honour and rejoicing*
and the Spanish king was now only too eager to supply him
with ample ships and men for a second expedition. He
sailed the very same year with no less than seventeen ships
and fifteen hundred men with instructions to take posses-
sion of all the new lands in the name of the king of Spain.
He made a third voyage too, and became Governor of the
Spanish colony | but soon after this he fell from favour and
was actually imprisoned by those on whose behalf he had
done so much by his bravery and persistence. It is interest-
ing to note, too, that he never knew that it was a new con-

tinent that he had dis-
covered; to the day of
his death he believed that
he had sailed round the
globe to Asia.

Moreover, Columbus
never actually reached
the mainland. All his
voyages were to the West
Indies. The explorer
who was given the hon-
our of having the new
continent named after
him was Amerigo Ves-
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